
command of Captain Lewis C. Hunt,
and send them back to the posts
where they had originated. As well,
Casey was to remove the guns
belonging to the Massachusetts, and
all other light artillery pieces to
their original locations. Casey complied
with the order.

Now General Scott had to deal
with General Harney. Scott believed
that the British would demand the
removal of General Harney from his
command. He sent a letter offering
Harney the opportunity to resign
voluntarily, but Harney refused.
Scott relieved him. Colonel George
Wright of the 9th US Infantry took
his place.

Joint occupation of the island
continued until October 1872 when
William I, Emperor of Germany,
decided that the disputed islands
were indeed American.

This long and expensive occupation
of San Juan Island started over a

pig. Perhaps the pig was worth one
hundred dollars after all.
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eneral Harney knew some-
thing must be done, and
soon. Never one to step away

from a problem, he knew he had the
solution: Send in the Army.

Brigadier General William Selby
Harney was commander of the
Department of Oregon, having been
appointed to that post in October
1858. The department was head-
quartered at Fort Vancouver, W.T.
Harney had a reputation throughout
the Army as an officer who listened
to his own counsel, venturing forth
without consulting his superiors or
informing them of his actions. In
1846, before the start of the war
with Mexico, Harney ordered his
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The Pig War
Soldiers Occupy San Juan Island

by Kenneth A. Morgan

San Juan National Park photo

Soldiers sent from Fort Steilacoom and elsewhere occupied this site on San
Juan Island from July 1859 during the “Pig War” until after the settling of
the boundary dispute with the British in 1872.

BG William Selby Harney

American Camp buildings at San Juan Island National Park.
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Dragoons, along with an additional
force of volunteers, to invade Mexico
by crossing the Rio Grande River.
He did not have permission from his
commander, General Zachary Taylor,
or the support of his junior officers.
After an unsuccessful engagement
with the Mexican Army, he was
forced to retreat back across the
river. Harney was court martialed
for disobeying orders and found
guilty of insubordination. Harney’s
defense was that he was only attack-
ing Indians. His court martial was
later overruled by President Polk.

In the spring of 1859 General
Harney was on an inspection tour of
several Army posts and camps in the
Puget Sound District. Upon comple-

tion of this tour he decided to pay a
courtesy visit to James Douglas,
chief factor of the Hudson’s Bay
Company and Governor of the
Crown Colony of Vancouver Island,
in Victoria.

Relations between Harney and the
Hudson’s Bay Company were strained.
John Work of the Hudson’s Bay
Company and the General had had
words over the treatment of former
Company employees. These employees
had been granted life rights to the
Company dwellings they had occupied
prior to the transfer of Bay Company
property to the US Army in Vancou-
ver, W.T. Harney wanted them gone.

While conferring with Governor
Douglas, Harney learned of an

(Continued on page 2)
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President’s Message
I reported a

couple months ago
that we were still
waiting on a Frock
Coat to finish off
one of our man-
nequin displays.
It is finally here!

When you get the chance, stop by
the museum and check it out. The
mannequin is dressed as an enlisted
soldier in 1859, in full parade dress.
We are also working on a display
that shows the Fatigue uniform, and
the undergarments issued to the 19th

century soldier.
On October 16th HFSA held its

annual meeting. The newly elected
officers are: Lawrence Bateman
(President), Tom Melberg (1st Vice
President), Bob Demorest (2nd Vice
President), Joe Lewis (Secretary),
and Ken Morgan (Treasurer). Alan
Archambault was voted in as a new
Board member.

After the meeting we were visited
by Ret. General Silas Casey, as
portrayed by Ken Morgan. In the
presentation Casey, recently retired
from the military, was writing his
memoirs. It was a great program
with a good attendance.

Our next program on November 13
was presented by Alan Archambault.

He told about the soldiers on the
western frontier from 1846 to 1861
and showed Power Point slides of his
drawings illustrating the uniforms
they wore. It was a very informative
presentation with good audience
interaction.

The next big event on December 10
from 4 to 7:30 p.m. will be our
annual candle-light reenactment
“Christmas at the Fort.” Come see
the fort come to life as it might have
been in 1859!

Lawrence Bateman

Pig War (Continued from page 1)
incident on San Juan Island that
raised his ire. The incident, of
course, was the shooting of a pig
which belonged to the Hudson’s Bay

Company. The pig was shot by an
American settler, Lyman Cutler.

The pig had been helping itself to
the produce of Mr. Cutler’s garden.
Cutler had complained several times
to Charles Griffin, a Hudson’s Bay
Company agent, about the livestock
that the Company allowed to graze
openly in the area of his garden.
Nothing was done. Cutler erected a
fence of sorts to protect his garden;
when the pig ignored it, he shot the
pig. Then the trouble started.

Mr. Cutler offered to pay the fair
market price of ten dollars for the
dead pig, but the value of the pig as
set by the Company, one hundred
dollars, was excessive. Instead, the
Company threatened to arrest Cutler
and bring him to Victoria for trial.
After all, the “crime” had occurred
on British soil.

How to lay out a military camp
was proscribed in regulations. Com-
pany streets were established, specific
distances between tents measured,
locations of officers’ tents and kitch-
ens specified. Latrines had to be
located and dug. The camp took up a
lot of space.

The location selected for the camp
was on the southern end of the
island. It was a good piece of ground.
The camp was located in a small
hollow which offered some protection
from cannon and musket fire and
was located a short distance from a
rise which had a sweeping view of
the water. This rise was where the
eight 32 pound cannon from the
Massachusetts were to be emplaced.

Of course the guns would not be
out in the open; an earthen redoubt
had to be built. Designing the redoubt
was the task of the engineers and
their officer, Lieutenant Henry M.
Robert. It was of irregular shape,
four hundred twenty-five feet long,
one hundred twenty-five feet wide
with a parapet twenty feet thick. A
ditch twenty feet wide and eight feet
deep surrounded the perimeter.
Embrasures (openings) for the 32
pound cannons were cut in the
parapet. Because the guns were
mounted on naval carriages, they
needed wooden platforms for support.

The actual digging was done by
the men. Details of one hundred or
so were sent daily to the site. Work
continued steadily, but the redoubt
was never finished.

Life for those soldiers not engaged
in laying out the camp, carrying
supplies, or digging trenches and the
redoubt was not one of leisure.
Colonel Casey kept them busy with
drills. From time to time a whiskey
ration was ordered.

All of this American activity did
not go unnoticed by the British.
Typical of the nineteenth century
British military, they sent in the
Navy. The fleet opposing the Ameri-
cans consisted of five ships: the
Ganges, Tribune, Pylades, Satellite,
and the Plumper. They carried a
total of one hundred sixty-seven

guns, ranging in size from small
pivot guns to 32 and even 68
pounders. The ships were manned
by Marines, Sappers and Miners,
and Naval personnel totaling two
thousand one hundred forty. Lieu-
tenant Colonel Casey was faced with
this astonishing array of firepower.
He said should the British choose to
fire upon him, he would do his best.

By now General Harney’s dispatches
had reached Washington City and
New York. The government was not
happy with the situation. Acting
Secretary of War, W. R. Drinkard
wrote to General  Harney that
“…the President (James Buchanan)
was not prepared to learn that you
had ordered military possession of
the island of San Juan…and had not
anticipated that so decided a step
would have been resorted to without
instructions….” The British and
American governments were ready
to step in to undo the mess that
General Harney had created. The
Americans sent Army General-in-
Chief Winfield Scott. He was a good
choice because he had settled boundary
disputes with Britain in the past.

Scott arrived in late October 1859.
He wrote to Governor Douglas pro-
posing a joint occupation of the

island, each side consisting of no
more that one hundred men. Douglas
countered by proposing that all
American troops be withdrawn and
that both nations appoint civilian
judges to preside over cases involving
their nation’s citizens. Scott dismissed
the counter-proposal and Douglas
agreed to joint occupation until the
ownership of the island could be
determined.

On November 5th 1859 General
Scott issued orders to Colonel Casey
to remove all troops from the island,
except for one company under the
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Lt. Gen. Winfield Scott

The treaty of 1846 between the United States and Britain was unclear
regarding the island passage delineating the boundary between Canada and
the U.S. leading to unresolved ownership of San Juan Island until 1872.

Thank You!
A big thank you to all of the

volunteers who have made this a
successful year.

University of Washington Special Collections

The original American camp progressed from tents to more permanent
wooden buildings for the thirteen year occupation of San Juan Island by
United States military troops.
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But did it? The treaty of 1846
between Britain and the United
States establishing the boundary
between the United States and
British North America was, at best,
ambiguous. The treaty states the
boundary “…shall be continued
westward along said forty-ninth
parallel of north latitude to the
middle of the channel which sepa-
rates the continent from Vancouver’s
Island, and thence southerly through
the middle of said channel….” But
which channel? There are as many
as three. Britain claimed the channel
was closest to the mainland, while
the United States claimed it was
closest to Vancouver’s Island. Both
countries believed they owned San
Juan Island.

General Harney left Victoria for
the island to investigate. He met
with Cutler and other American
settlers. After listening to their
stories, General Harney decided to
occupy the island, but needed an
excuse to do so. At his suggestion,
some assert, a petition was circulated
among the American settlers asking
for protection from possible raids by
northern Indians.  Such a raid had
occurred in April 1858. General
Harney used this as his excuse to
bring the Army to the island, much
as he had used the same excuse to
invade Mexico in 1846.

In 1855 Secretary of State William
L. Marcy, as directed by President
Franklin Pierce, instructed officers
of the territory to avoid any conflict
which might provoke the British
authorities within the disputed
grounds. Perhaps Harney knew of
this, perhaps he didn’t, perhaps he
didn’t care. His decision to bring in
the Army was certain to provoke the
British authorities.

On July 18, 1859, General Harney
ordered Captain George Pickett to
move his garrison from Fort Belling-
ham to San Juan Island to protect
the inhabitants from any Indian
raids, and, more importantly, to
protect the rights of American
citizens from British authority.

Pickett was to transport his
Company D, 9th US Infantry, by way
of the propeller steamer Massachu-
setts, along with any materials and
supplies such as “doors, window
sashes, flooring, etc.” necessary to
construct temporary shelter on the
island. He was to leave some soldiers
behind to tend the fort’s gardens.
He landed on July 27th with three
officers and fifty-one soldiers.

Normal military protocol requires
orders be passed to subordinates
through the chain of command.
Captain Pickett’s superior in the
Puget Sound District was Lieutenant
Colonel Silas Casey, 9th US Infantry.
Casey was posted at Fort Steilacoom
and was the commander of the
Puget Sound District. General Harney
bypassed Casey in issuing orders
directly to Captain Pickett, once
again showing Harney’s disrespect
for his subordinates.

National Park Service photo

The third American Camp, consisting of conical Sibley tents shipped from
Fort Steilacoom, was located among trees just north of the Belle Vue Sheep
Farm headquarters.

Capt. George Pickett

Lt. Col. Silas Casey
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Once Captain Pickett was committed
to the island, it was time for Colonel
Casey to become involved. General
Harney wrote to Casey informing
him of his orders to Pickett and
tasking the colonel to load Fort
Steilacoom’s mountain howitzers,
supplies, including medical supplies,
and a company of infantry, aboard
the Massachusetts  and to take
charge of the passage. The ship was
to patrol the waters around San
Juan Island preventing any incursion
by hostile Indians. This was later
changed to three companies of infantry
from Fort Steilacoom. Casey addi-
tionally dispatched Major Haller’s
Company I 4th US Infantry from
Fort Townsend. Colonel Casey was
also to assume command of the
island. Soldiers from Fort Vancouver
were sent to Fort Steilacoom to
replace those deployed to the island.
Casey arrived on August 10th, having
traveled on the steamer Julia.

Upon arriving at the island, Colonel
Casey met with Captain Hornby of
the British frigate  Tribune which
was lying in the harbor. Hornby,
accompanied by the British commis-
sioner, Captain Provost, and the U.S.
commissioner, Mr. Campbell, arrived
at Casey’s camp. Casey explained
why he had landed on the island,
that he wanted to avoid a calamity,
and that he would like to meet with
the senior British officer in the area
to discuss the situation.

Captain Hornby told Casey the
senior officer was Rear Admiral R.
Lambert Baynes who was on board
his flagship, the Ganges, presently
in Esquimault harbor. Colonel Casey
set out for Esquimault on the steamer
Shubrick. When the Shubrick arrived
in the harbor, Casey sent Captain
Pickett to the Ganges inviting the
admiral to join him for a conference
aboard the Shubrick.

Colonel Casey intended to calm
the growing excitement on both
sides and to provide time for the
governments of the United States
and Great Britain to reach an
accommodation in the matter.
Additionally, Casey would propose

that should the admiral agree not to
impose any force or prevent Captain
Pickett from carrying out his orders,
the newly landed reinforcements
would be withdrawn.

Admiral Baynes replied that he
would not meet Casey on the Shubrick,
but should he desire to come to the
flag-ship, Baynes would meet with
him. This Casey refused saying: “I
was of the opinion that I had carried
et iquette  far  enough in  go ing
twenty-five miles to see a gentleman
who was disinclined to come one
hundred yards to see me.” The
Shubrick sailed back to San Juan
Island.

General Harney now felt he should
let the War Department in Washing-
ton City know what he had done. In
August he wrote long letters to the
Adjutant General of the Army and
the General-in-Chief in New York
explaining his decision to occupy
San Juan Island, enclosing copies of
other correspondence between himself
and Governor Douglas and the petition
signed by island residents.

While the report to the War
Department was in transit, things
were progressing at Camp Pickett,
also known as the Military Post San
Juan Island. Solders were arriving
from every post, fort and camp
throughout the Puget Sound. By
August the garrison consisted of
four hundred seventy-one men and
eighteen officers from Companies A,

B, D, and M of the 3rd US Artillery;
Companies A, C, and D of the 4th US
Infantry; and Companies D and H of
the 9th US Infantry. Also present
were one officer and ten men of
Company A US Engineers.

These soldiers needed subsistence,
shelter, and security. Subsistence
consisted of food, water, clothing,
and medical supplies. Some of this
was brought along but a steady
source was needed. Fort Steilacoom
was designated as the supply depot
for the island. Items were to be
shipped from San Francisco to
Steilacoom and then to the island. A
six month reserve was anticipated.

Shelter, the second need, would be
provided through tents. The Army
used several styles of tent. All would
be needed: wall tents for officers,
Sibley and wedge tents for soldiers,
and possibly shelter tents for indi-
viduals. Some were brought with the
soldiers, but more would be required.

The last of the three needs was
security. Security is provided by the
arms and ammunition brought by
the soldiers. The Army was using
the model 1855 rifle-musket which
was unique in its use of rolled paper
primers, but they really didn’t work,
so the old percussion cap primers
were required. In addition to the
muskets, several six and twelve
pound howitzers were in place.

When Colonel Casey arrived with
the Massachusetts, he was ordered
to bring ashore the eight 32 pound
guns mounted on naval carriages
and all the shot and shell on the
ship. Since all this material was
delivered by steamship, it needed to
be brought ashore in small boats.
Several were needed. Also needed
were tools of all kinds: shovels, picks,
spades, carpenter’s tools, blacksmith
tools and forges, and construction
materials. The ships needed a steady
supply of firewood for their boilers.

Dealing with all these materials
was a nightmare for quartermaster
officers. But it was worse for the
soldiers–they had to carry it!

(Continued next page.)

Capt. Geoffrey Phipps Hornby
British Royal Navy
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